mice produce a greater and more consistent yield of ascites than do many other strains of mice. When the abdomens of the mice were distended with ascitic fluid (Fig. 1) , paracentesis was conducted by inserting a 19-gauge needle into the peritoneal cavity and slowly withdrawing the fluid into a 10-ml syringe. The fluid was placed in screw-capped tubes, and was allowed to sit for 2 hr at room temperature and overnight at refrigerator temperatures. The fibrin clot, as well as any adjuvant, was removed by centrifuging at 1,000 x g. The supernatant fluid was pooled, a sample was removed for testing, and the remainder was frozen at -20 C. Upon thawing, another fibrin clot may form which can be removed by centrifugation.
The antibody titer is known to decrease after the third paracentesis (unpublished data). Therefore, a booster inoculation was given after the second collection of ascitic fluid. An injection of complete adjuvant is usually necessary after the fourth paracentesis to maintain the volume of ascites production. Ascites fluid was removed every 5 to 7 days, depending upon its rate of formation.
The results of the agglutination tests are given in Table 2 . The consistently high titer appears to be independent of the volume of ascites fluid. A total of 738 ml of normal ascites fluid, i.e., fluid from nonimmunized mice, was obtained from 20 animals.These mice were still producing ascites fluid when sacrificed after the seventh paracentesis.
Although this communication reports the production of antibody against B. pertussis, the same technique has been used to produce high titers of antibody against several viruses and against animal proteins. Antibody against any organism or substance which induces immunity in mice could possibly be produced by this system if the strain of mice used produces abundant ascites.
This method appears to offer several advantages for antibody production: (i) it requires only a few animals that are fairly inexpensive and readily available; (ii) the animals require little holding space, maintenance, and care; (iii) the method of immunization and induction of ascites is extremely easy; and (iv) the animals can be held for continual antibody production instead of being sacrificed.
